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The Discussion about Maunder Minimum

Luo Baorong Ding Youji

(Yunnan Observatory, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

In this paper some questions in dispute about Maunder Minimum are discussed.
The points of view of the writers are as follows: (1) The naked-eye sunspot records
(including Chinese provincial historical records) are very valuable historical data for
the study of ancient solar activities; (2) Maunder Minimum is probably a period of
lower solar activity, not a period in which solar activity stopped. It is most probably
a minimum of a kind of longer cycles; (3) There still exists the basic law of the 11-
year Sunspot cycle during the period of Maunder Minimum.



