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The Progress of the LEST Project

Li Ting

(Nanjing Astronomical Instrument Factory, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

The LEST Project is for building a large ground-based solar telescope with a
diameter of 2, 4m to be installed on the Tenerife of the Canary Islands in the Atlantic
Ocean. During 1982 to 1984, the LEST Foundation finished the possibility research, made
a conceptional telescope design, carried out the experiments of helium filling and wind
tunnel testing for the telescope tube and suggested a detailed financial budget with a
total amount of 25 million US dollars. This telescope has great attraction for having
the largest aperture and finding an excellent site. As a result, some countries outside
Europe such as the United States, Australia and China intend to join the LEST
Foundation. In this paper, the progress of LEST up to the.end of 1984 is described.



